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I planted the seed, Apollos watered, but God made it grow.  So neither the one who plants                                    
nor the one who waters matter, but only God, who causes the growth.  The one who plants                                      
and the one who waters have the same purpose, and each will be paid in accordance with                                       
their labor.  For we are God's fellow workers; you are Godôs field, Godôs building.                                                    

1 Corinthians 3:6-9 

Recently, William Falk, editor-in-chief of The Week magazine lamented that ñNorms of civility are 
eroding at a galloping pace, and giving way to an unashamed rudenessða me-first ethos in which people 
feel they owe nothing to anyoneò (The Week, ñEditorôs Letter,ò Feb 17, 2017).  Falk suggests a variety of 
causes, but those familiar with the Scriptures should not be surprised when people behave uncivilly toward 
one another.  What Falk describes is merely the result of sinful human nature; the fruit of what our fallen 
world sows into human hearts.  Seeds of worry, seeds of fear, seeds of doubt, seeds of grudges and bitter-
ness . . . all produce their sad harvest.  And, sadly, no amount of effort on our part can change the result.  No 
amount of cultivation can affect the produce; it is the seed that determines the product. 

In his classic book, Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis wrote: ña thistle cannot produce figs.  If I am a 
field that contains nothing but grass-seed, I cannot produce wheat.  Cutting the grass may keep it short: but I 
shall still produce grass and no wheat.  If I want to produce wheat, the change must go deeper than the sur-
face.  I must be ploughed up and resown.ò 

The good news is that when we place our faith in Christ, accepting Godôs gracious offer of for-
giveness, we are indeed ñresown.ò  God plants peace where once there was fear, light where once there was 
darkness, life where once there was death.  No matter how much we might wish to change our own nature, 
all attempts to change on our own will fail.  The best we can hope to achieve by our own effort is a lawn of 
neatly mowed weedsðan external measure of improvement, perhaps, but with no effect on our basic nature.  
God, however, does not merely offer us self-improvement: God offers us a new self.  Christian discipleship 
is not about improvement, but transformation.   

As I write this, we are preparing to enter the Lenten season, a time of reflection and repentance.  I am 
always grateful for this annual reminder that God allows us to change.  More than that, it is God himself who 
is at work within us, transforming us into something better than we could ever achieve on our own.  The pas-
sage above was recently part of our New Testament Lectionary readings.  It describes us as Godôs field; we 
are Godôs planting, and God is lovingly tending to our lives.  The world sows seeds of discord, dissension, 
envy, and selfish ambition.  The harvest is death.  But Godôs gift to us is a new spiritual planting.  And as to 
the harvest, ñThe fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-controlò (Galatians 5:22-23). 

May God make us newðas individuals and as a church.  Throughout this Lenten season letôs allow 
God to pull out the roots of sin within us, and sow in their place seeds that will produce a harvest of grace. 

In Christ,                                                                                                                                                                    
  Pastor Bill Davis 
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03   Robin & Mary Ann Farnell                          

08   Paul & Jackalyn Stouffer                            

10   Dickie & Polly Lowry                                      

16   Bruce &  Robin Herman                               

22    Andrew & Kathy Counts 

 

15   Kelly Webster                        

16   Carlye Collison                        

18   Delaney Dodd                        

19   Eliana Bohaker                                 

20   Joshua Tolley                            

20   Alison Warfield                              

21   Mike Cheesman                      

22   Janet Gambaroni                          

22   Dan Hubbard                          

24   Margaret Miller                        

26   Lauren Hubbard                     

26   Morgan Tolley                              

27   Bill Harrington                       

27   Donna James 

Virginia Matthews   January 8, 2017         

Guy Willey, Sr.          January 16, 2017                                           

Verna Asplen           January  30, 2017                                 

01   Erin Downey                                  

01   David Lamparter                         

02   Beth Thomas                                     

05   Jesse Bartrum                                

07   Michael Willey                              

08   Nita Messick                                

09   Ann Coll                                       

10   Charley Lednum                                 

12   Lance Bramble                                       

14   Sherry Daniel                                  

14   Brayden Fox                                  

14   Elizabeth Schunick                         

14   Annie Williams 

02   Judy Miller                                                   

05   Jenna Willey                                           

06   Brittany Crawford                                      

06   Richard Morse                                         

07   Kathryn Collison                                           

07   Craig Duerling                                             

15   Logan Hubbard                                            

15   Lauren Zacharko                         

16   Cami Collison                                        

16   Courtney Peters                                        

17   Amanda Norton                                            

18   Aubrie Kowitski                                           

19   Diane McCarthy                                                       

21   Lynn Thomas                                                          

22   Kristen Willey                                                   

23   Amy Norton                                                    

24   Wendy Collins                                            

24   Rebecca Schunick                                         

26   Susan Davis                                                

27   Megan Harp                                               

27   Janice Webster                                                     

29   Bill Davis                                                          

29   Alyssa Fox 

07   Bruce & Wendy Collins                                 

11   Dan & Bea Hubbard                                   

11   Sewell & Susan Matthews                            

13   Austin & Nina Webster                                

20   Donnie & Joanie Peters 
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  On July 1, our Zion congregation 

will  welcome our new pastor,                                  

Michael Francis Hurley.                                                               

Pastor Mike is a native  of southern                   

Delaware, having been born in Rehoboth 

Beach in 1952.  He is a second career 

minister who was a member of the work 

force for 25 years before he òbegan the 

process of discerning the call to ordained 

ministry.ó  

 For 10 of those 25 years he worked as a 

regional salesman for the Keebler Compa-

ny (yes he was a cookie elf).  He attended 

college while working as a student pastor 

and in 1999 received his Bachelor of Sci-

ence degree (in Behavioral  Science) from 

Wilmington College Georgetown Campus.  

In May, 2003 he earned his  Master of   

Divinity degree from Wesley Theological 

Seminary in Washington, D.C.    

Pastor Bill has accepted an appointment by 

the Bishop of the Peninsula Delaware                 

Conference to become the pastor at                    

Conleyõs Chapel  United Methodist Church               

in  Lewes, Delaware. 

He will begin his new position on July 1, 

2017.  We have been blessed to have him 

with us at Zion for the past 7 1/2 years.   

All of us have found much guidance in his 

inspirational, sometimes challenging, but 

always meaningful messages on Sunday 

mornings.  For these and for all of the other 

many services which he has provided, we 

are very thankful.     We are also thankful for 

Susanõs  messages for our children which 

have been such a big part of our services. 

We will miss him and Susan and the family 

as they begin this new venture in their lives.  

We pray for them as they share their work 

for the Lord with a new congregation and 

wish them all the best. 

He was commissioned as a probationary member in 2003 and became an ordained member of the 

Order of the Elder in the United Methodist Church in 2006. 

Since July, 2008, Pastor Mike has served the congregation of Conleyõs Chapel UMC in Lewes, Dela-

ware.  During that time, a new church was built.  Information about Conleyõs Chapel UMC can be 

found at their website  http://conleysumc.org/. 

Pastor Mike will be joined by his wife of 39 years,  Ann, who is a counselor for Weight Watchers. 

He states, óAll-in-all, as I consider my personal and vocational growth over the years, I find it is very 

important to continue to learn and grow.  Usually at the beginning of a new year I try to find the time to 

reflect on how Iõm doing and more importantly what the Lord is saying.  All my ministry years at Ellen-

dale, Saint Georgeõs and Conleyõs have been a beneficial experience for me.  Through them I have 

been encouraged to stretch and grow.ó 

We hope that Mike Hurleyõs service at Zion will be an opportunity for him and for our congregation to 

stretch and grow in our spiritual lives. 
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 Zion UMC cordially invites you to join its cadre of Mission Prayer Partners. 

These dedicated folks use the UMW Prayer Calendar as a guide to daily prayer for 

our missionaries around the world. The Calendar also includes daily Bible readings from the Re-

vised Common Lectionary. There are no meetings to attend or reports to write. The time that you 

have to give to this ministry is devoted solely to prayer and Scripture reading. 

 We are grateful that through these dedicated volunteers Zion is lifting in prayer those who 

serve the Lord on the mission field on behalf of all United Methodists: Addie Cartwright, Mike and 

Vista Cheesman, Debbie Collins, Audrey Creighton, Pastor Bill and Susan Davis, the Dukes family 

(Brian, Robin, Logan, and Lacey), Betsey and Mark Eberspacher, Dot Geoghegan, Ellen Hanlin, 

Jim and Diane Marquette, Alyssa Nantt, and Ruth Suman. Nathaniel Shirley, a member of the 

Monday Lectionary Bible Study and Waugh Chapel, is also partnering with us.  

Prayer and mission are both vital ministries here at Zion. To receive a UMW Prayer Calen-

dar and join with us, please contact Nan Duerling at 410-271-1388 (cell), 443-225-6720 

(landline), or Nan@Duerling. org. 

 

 

 

Did you know that as a result of your Banner Headlines survey input in the fall our Church 

Council is focusing on Prayer and Caring Ministries in 2017? We are just beginning a new prayer 

ministry, spearheaded by Ruth Suman, who will be sending printed òweõre praying for youó cards 

to members and non-members on our prayer list. There are two ways to initiate the sending of a 

prayer card:  

  1) call or write to Nan Suman Duerling (410-271-1388 or 443-225-6720;  

   Nan@Duerling.org)  with the name and address (if this is a non-member) of 

   the recipient;  

2) notify the church office by calling during the week or putting a name on Sundayõs 

  prayer list.  

 We trust that those who receive these cards will sense Godõs comforting presence as the 

people of Zion lift up prayers on their behalf. 

      

mailto:Nan@Duerling.org
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During the Lenten season, the people of Zion will again have the opportunity to support 

Heifer International.  As we have done in the past, we are working to donate a specific 

item to help Heifer accomplish their mission of άŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ to turn hunger and 

poverty into hope and prosperity... The goal of every Heifer project is to help families achieve 

self-relianceéby providing them the tools they need to sustain themselveséour animals provide 

partners with both food and reliable income, as agricultural products such as milk, eggs and 

honey can be traded or sold at market.ó In the past, Zionõs gifts have included chicks,               

water buffalo, fish fingerlings, llamas, bees, rabbits, and ducks.  This year, 

we are planning to donate an actual heifer at a cost of $500. 

A good dairy cow can produce up to four gallons of milk a day ð enough for a family 

to drink and share with neighbors, and still have enough left over to sell. 

Protein-rich milk can transform sick, malnourished children into healthy boys and girls. The sale 

of surplus milk provides income for school fees, medicine, clothing, and home im-

provements. 

Because a healthy cow can produce a calf every year, every gift will be passed on and 

eventually help an entire community move from poverty to self-reliance. 

A container will be in the back of the sanctuary during Lent for any contributions peo-

ple would like to make.  Our congregation has always been very supportive of Heifer in 

the past, and will hopefully be just as supportive this year.   More information about 

Heifer International can be found at their website:  http://www.heifer.org. 

Many thanks for all the volunteers at Zion who help in this mission.  The Shelter has 

been providing for the needs on the average of 26 people each night.  That is their              

capacity. 

There will be a fundraiser to help with the Cold Weather Shelterõs operating expenses on 

Friday, March 3, 2017 from 4 to 8 pm. at the Cambridge Wesleyan Life Center.  More 

information on page 10.          Vista  
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The Chancel Choir  

As the Chancel Choir prepares for the Lenten and Easter season we 

would like to encourage YOU to join US!   We are seeking to grow our choir  

- ALL Voice Parts are welcome! 

 òO give thanks unto the Lord; call upon His name; make known His deeds 

among the people. Sing unto Him, sing psalms unto Him; talk of all His won-

drous works. Glory in His holy name; let the heart of those who seek the Lord 

rejoice.ó  ~ Psalm 105:1 ð 3  
 

Itõs never too late to 

join our choir family!  

Come and see us on 

Wednesdayõs at 7:00  

Never take the opportunity to use your voice to glorify Him                                 

within the congregation for granted! !   

ZUMC      YOUTH       

The Youth Choir has been working very hard this winter 

learning how to praise the Lord in song!  We are learning 

that we are the instruments, but it is His words, and His 

voice that we share.  We are excited to welcome our new friends, Sean and Kayla!!                

If you have a child, grand child, niece, nephew or friend 

that you know, please bring them to church and                        

encourage them to join our choir!  We have lots of fun!!!                    

We are even working on a praise dance for this 

springéóOvercomeró by Mandisa.                                            

You wonõt want to miss it!!!     

YOUTH Choir Practice  

 Sundays after church,  12:15 to 1:15  
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Susan Robinson recently had the opportunity to visit Cuba with a group of 

friends.  There have been many changes since visitors were welcomed  in 

Cuba, so we asked Susan to share some of her experiences with us.                                                                                                   

Describe your itinerary.  Because one of the easiest ways to visit Cuba within U.S. Government 

guidelines is with people-to-people exchanges which are open to everyone, our tour itinerary included 

many cultural activities and performances, as well as some visits with Cubans in their homes/

workplaces.  We spent three nights in Havana, three nights in Santiago De Cuba and two nights in 

Camaguey.  We were busy every single day and were advised that unless we were sick, we would be 

required to attend the people-to-people activities.  We were also told to keep a log of our daily activi-

ties and to keep it for 5 years.  Our trip included several UNESCO World Heritage sites.  I especially 

enjoyed the walking tour of Old Havana (UNESCO), Benitoõs Tobacco Farm, the view at Vinales 

(UNESCO), mojitos at the Hotel Nacional, the amazing dancers at the Society of Tumba Francesa de la 

Cuidad del Oriente(UNESCO), the King Ranch and village, Casanova Pottery workshop, and of course 

riding in one of the classic carsña red and white convertible (with a diesel engine).                                                                                  

What were some of the most interesting things you discovered?  To a person, every one that we met 

was welcoming, gracious, and happy to see us.  In spite of the fact that many of the people looked to 

be very poor, many of the buildings are shabby and in disrepair, the cities were clean and free of lit-

ter.  One of the homes we visited was very modest although there was electricity, at least in some of 

the rooms.  There was a pump in the small kitchen and an outhouse in the backyard.  But everything 

was immaculate.  While on the tour bus for outings or between cities, we noticed people walking 

and /or waiting along the side of the road.  Transportation between cities is sporadic, so there is a 

culture of hitchhiking with people often holding up money to show that they would pay something for 

a ride.  When our tour bus dropped us at the airport, they would be required to pick up people on 

their way back to their base.                                                                                                                                                                 

Private enterprise is slowly being allowed; we ate in private restaurants called paladars, some in 

homes.  Two of our group had reason to use the health care system.  The doctor came to the hotel on 

her bicycle and decided that both of them should go to the neighborhood clinic.  Both said that they 

had good care and appropriate treatment but the clinic was shabby with old equipment.                                          

What were  the  biggest surprises?  There was not a lot of retail shopping.  I saw one store that I think 

was a grocery, but since there was a line outside, I didnõt go in. In the same town I saw what I thought 

might have been a department store, but turned out to be a flea market.  There were markets in the 

squares with vendors selling produce.  Cuban natives receive vouchers for basic needs.  One of the 

guides said that the meat is usually ground beef with soy mixed in.  It is against the law to kill a cow 

as they all belong to the state.  Our meals were mostly included with our trip and we had a full lunch 

and dinner every day.  They almost always consisted of a meat (pulled pork, beef, chicken or fish)

beans and rice, mashed plantains, or squash, salad of mostly cabbage and cucumber, and flan for 

dessert.  We did have some really good plantain chips. There was nothing wrong with the food, but by 

the end of the trip, everyone was tired of the sameness and took care to order pizza the one night 

they were on their own.                                                                                                                                                

Susan says òThis is just a small insight into one personõs experiences in Cuba.ó 
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Zion U.M.C. will be having  the                  

annual yard sale on                                            

Saturday, May 6th, 2017. 

Please save the date. 

As soon as you begin your spring 

cleaning,  consider donating to our 

sale. 

We will need plenty of help setting 

up the week before as well as                    

the day of the sale.                                          

More details will follow,                                                      

but mark your calendar now. 

 

EASTER SUNDAY ï April 16, 2017 

 

This Easter we will again display our large lily 

cross on the altar.  You can honor your loved ones 

by donating $10.00 and for each donation a single, 

individual flower will be placed on the cross.  This 

is a wonderful way to recognize our loved ones as 

well as helping the efforts of Zionôs Good 

Samaritan fund.  All recognized names will be 

placed on a special list and added to the Easter 

bulletin.  If you are interested please call Elaine 

Horseman, 410-330-3049 or the Church office, 

410-228-4910, or fill out the form below and 

return it to the office or offering plate.  Please let 

us know by Palm Sunday, April 9th. THANK 

YOU. 

 

$10.00 each ð Cash or make check 

payable to Zion UMC & mark for GOOD 

SAM 

(circle one)  

In memory of:                                                                                     

or  In honor 

of:_________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

___________________________________________

__________________ 

 By:      

___________________________________________

___________________ 

 

.                                                            

Please make a reservation 

with Joan Reinisch at                                 

410-228-9232                              

We will meet at the restaurant                   

Soup Day                 

Biscuit                        

Babes! 


