
THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Lord of peace:   we do wrong.  We taint the gifts you so freely 
give.  We bury you so deeply in our beings, that the world 
cannot see you in our lives.  We refuse to obey your will and do 
not follow Christ.  We ignore your teachings and live lives of 
apathy; opposing your love.  We build fences and fortresses to 
keep others away.  We silence the screams of those in need.  
We accept a reality that fails to glorify your name.  Forgive us, we pray.  Free us from 
our sin.  Free us from our captivity.  Free us to live a joyful life, made possible in the 
one who comes.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen. 

THE WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 Friends, hear the good news!   
 God’s mercy is everlasting and abundant. 
 God extends forgiveness and love to us all; 
 redeems us by his Son,  
 and strengthens us for holy living by the Spirit. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

 Glory to God!  Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up you hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

How can we thank you, O God? 
For sun and moon and stars, 
for breath and life and all things good, 
for your steadfast promise and your faithful love, 
for the day that is surely coming 
when all things will be made new.   

With saints, with angels, and with the whole creation 
we join the ancient and eternal hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

We give you thanks, Holy God, for Jesus, 
who came to be your living Word, 
to baptize us with Spirit and fire, 
to feed the hungry, to humble the mighty, 
and to announce the good news of your coming realm. 
With thanksgiving, we remember how, 
when the hour had come, 
Jesus took his place at the table with the apostles. 

Holy Communion for Advent  



He said to them, I will not eat this Passover again 
Until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 

Then Jesus took bread,  
and when he had given thanks 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying. 
This is my body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

After supper, he took a cup, saying, 
This cup that is poured out for you 
is the new covenant in my blood. 
I will not drink of the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes. 

With thanks and praise we offer ourselves to you, 
sharing this holy meal, 
remembering Christ’s dying and rising, 
and praying: Come Lord Jesus! 

Christ has died, 
Christ is risen,  
Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
this bread, this cup, these people— 
Christ’s body and blood, 
given in love for the world. 
Make us one in the Spirit, 
one in the church, 
and one with Christ the Lord. 

Make us gentle, joyful, thankful people, 
serving our neighbors, worshiping you alone. 

Keep us in the peace of Christ 
until you gather us at your table in glory. 
Even now, a voice is crying in the wilderness: 
Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God, 
now and forever.  AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, let us pray boldly as we have been taught to pray: The Lord’s Prayer 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP  

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING  
God of darkness and light, as we wait for the light of the world to shine, you continue 

to bless us in this holy meal.   You nourish and transform us.  You make our hands to 

be hands of encouragement and comfort.  You make our ears to hear the cries of those 

who need to sense in us your presence. You make our mouths to speak light and life to 

darkness and despair.  May we share with the world your promise we glimpse this day 

in a small sliver of Advent light.  Grant us patience to wait for the radiance of the one 

who comes; your Son, our Savior, Jesus the Christ.   Amen. 


